What is “Consent” in Positive

Dog Training? *
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Because our dogs are off-leash and free to ‘w
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in learning new activities.
TRUE CONSENT in our world is:

e Freely given —Not bribed, not coerced
o No luring
o Not in response to threats

Enthusiastic
o We learn how a dog expresses consent
o Sometimes we train “start buttons”
¢ Informed —no bait-and-switch, no surprises
o If the situation changes from what the dog “agreed to”
they get another chance to decide.
e Revocable Any interaction has MULTIPLE consent points
o We constantly monitor our dog’s body language
e There is no negative consequence if their answer is “no”.
o We recognize that the dog has a reason
o We back off to figure out what the reason is and adjust
our training plan before asking again.



How Do We Know What They’re Saying?
Dogs Are Talking to Us ALL THE TIME - Just Not with Words
e Dogs communicate with body language ...
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Do They Understand What WE'RE Saying?

Not much.

What we 5aY to dogs
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Dogs DO learn a very limited vocabulary, but mostly they are
interpreting:

e Qur tone of voice

e Our body language (which they can misinterpret!)

e Physical objects or places that are consistent.

"In order to really enjoy a dog, one doesn't
merely try to train fiim to be semi-human.
The point of it is to open oneself to the

i e possibility of becoming partly a dog."
new tnings: - Edward Hoagland

So how do we establish a line
of communication strong
enough for us to teach them




