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Letter written by a child in foster care.

The Little Dog Laughed Animal-Assisted Therapy
We are an all-volunteer 501(c)3 organization serving the Portland Metro area. Our therapy teams
are dog/handler pairs who are ably assisted by others who share the vision.
Our primary focus is children impacted by exposure to violence. Without intervention, children in
domestic violence shelters are highly likely to internalize what they've experienced and become the
next generation of abusers and victims.
We also work with at-risk children identified by counselors and therapists in local elementary
schools, residential treatment centers and foster care facilities.
We do not charge clients for our visits, and we receive no government support – our work is funded
completely by contributions from people and organizations that recognize the value of our work.

WHY DO WE DO THIS?
Most perpetrators of domestic violence
are also harming the family pets. One
study reported that 48 percent to 71
percent of battered women reported that
their pets had also been threatened,
harmed, or killed by their partners.
The most statistically reliable predictor
for determining if a child will grow up to
be a violent offender of any kind is
witnessing animal abuse as a child. What
a child sees he is likely to repeat.

Our Mission
To use the joy of dog training in support of
behavioral therapy professionals in their
effort to nurture empathy and non-violent
problem solving skills.

Using a playful, “sports” metaphor for our
activities we carefully create an
environment filled with safe choices,
encouraging the children to discover just
how smart and creative they can be.
They have taught our dogs how to play
basketball, soccer, bowling, find the lost
puppies, skateboarding, put the laundry
in the basket, track earthworms for the
turtle – the list grows with each visit.

If the cycle of violence is to be
stopped, the children in DV shelters
are the logical place to start.
Clicker training happy dogs is an ideal
way to connect with these children. It's
fun, efficient – and it is 100% about
building a relationship based on trust and
clear communication.

WHAT DO WE DO?

“The Little Dog Laughed provides
the children in our program with a
reliable, positive relationship to tether
them through a sea of change. The
youth who participate learn valuable
skills and gain a sense of accomplishment and capability through
their work with Linda and Eli.”
Evanna Bradley-Tschirgi, MA
Monika’s House Shelter
Domestic Violence Resource Center

Our teams of dog/handler pairs offer a
thoughtfully structured set of short classes
that communicate in an empowering,
entertaining way concepts naturally
inherent in positive dog training:
•

safe, respectful treatment of animals

•

how to build positive relationships
based on empathy, shared
communication, and trust

•

effective, non-violent methods of
problem solving

WHY IS THIS DIFFERENT?

Our dog/handler pairs avoid the use of
the word "therapy". On visits they are
referred to as S.T.A.R. Teams - See
what you like, Tag it with a click And
Reward – and as far as the kids are
concerned, we're just there to have fun.

Aren't all therapy animal organizations
doing this same thing? In a word, no.
Larger organizations like Pet Partners or
TDI specifically prohibit allowing dogs off
-leash, and may also discourage using
clickers or teaching children to train. So
in early 2012 we formed our own
501(c)(3) organization and quietly went
to work.

